THE WECKY BULLETIN

IMPORTANT INFORMATION fOR THE WELK AHCAD
DATE: TRIDAY 17™ GCTOBER 2025 "

Good morning,

We're all desperately crawling to the end of half term, but there is just one week to go! Thank you to everyone for brightening up our
school with their yellow clothing last week. It really was a wonderful demonstration of supporting Young Minds mental health charity.
Next Friday is our annual ‘Our Heritage Day’ - a day where we can celebrate the amazing school community and recognise how far our
families reach around the world. Please think about how your child can show their heritage in the outfit they wear. If you have any
photos of you and your family in your home countries, then we'd love to share these in our celebration assembly on Friday. Please
email them to the office email (enquiry@olstrose.bham.sch.uk).

And finally, thank you to all the parents who joined Year 5 for their ‘Stay and Pray’ session on Thursday. It was lovely to be able to
share this special prayer time with you all. Next week, Year 6 will be leading the prayers for anyone who wishes to attend.

A message from your teachers

Class Tedchers Message from your teachers

Our Nursery children are settling in really well into their routines! All children now

N Mrser:’ Mrs Khan & Mrs Muhsen have book ba\gs! Please let us know if you need their boom redder log ins. Gentle

reminder if you haven't already please send in family photos.

We have had another busy week in Reception. This week in Maths we have been
comparing amounts to find more and fewer. In Literdcy we hdve been using our
phonics knowledge to write words. In our Understanding of the World lesson we have
been drawing maps of our journey to school and maps of our school. I was so proud of
the amount of Reception children receiving NumBots certificates in Praise Assembly
last Friday. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Miss Mapother & Mrs Jones Well done on a great week in year 1, you have worked so hard in music and RE! Pledse
PM Kalsi remember to keep doing your homework and pledse bring your book into school every
rs Kdlist

Year 1
day. Have a good weekend!

Year 2 have had a fantastic week settling into our new History topic: Romans in
Britain! The children have been really enthusiastic and dre already showing great
Yea" 2 Miss Elliot & Mrs Barnett curiosity. Just a quick reminder that homework books should be handed in every
Friday, dnd reading must be logged on Boom Reader before books can be changed.
Thank you for your continued support — have a lovely weekend!
This week, year 3 have really enjoyed starting their music sessions, exploring how to
Mr Gol”igom & Mrs Deocades express emotions and credte drawings through music. They've also been working hard
. on their final big writing piece of the term. A big thank-you to everyone who has
Mrs Kalsi supported Times Table Rock Stars — the cldss has shown great improvement this week.
Have a wonderful weekend!
Well done for a great week Year 4! We had a fun-filled first Forest School session on
Mrs Mohom, Mrs Hickman Thursday. Pledse remember that we have our second session next Thursday (23rd
. October). Another reminder that your weekly homework is as follows: Reading at least
Mrs F""“CS"“" & Mrs Baxter 5 times a week (and logging it), 10 minutes of TTRS at least 5 times a week (Mondaj—
Thursday & once during the weekend) and practising your spellings. Thank you!

Year 3

Year 4

Well done to all the children this week for working hard in their lessons. They have

Mrs Hensman, Mrs ingto
Year 5 " " EO(Q ngt " thoroughly enjoyed the topic of the French Revolution (a personal favourite of ours

& Miss Plant too) and their work has reflected this enthusiasm.
Y d 6 Mr McNamara, Mr Clewer Well done on a great week. This week’s foundation focus has been big data in
ear Mr Lahert & Mrs Baxter computing. All the children have worked hard and participated really well. Keep it up!

A huge well done to the Yedr 5 and 6 boys who were amazing dat Monday’s football
tournament! They demonstrate fantastic teamwork, determination, and

Mr Read sportsmanship throughout the day. Every single one of them gave their best effort
and represented the school with pride. You've made us all extremely prouo(—well done,

After School
Clubs

boys!
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W

portant information for the week ahead

[ Wionday 0% 0k |\ Tugsday 2 0G| Wednesday 22 Oct | Thursday 237 0ct | Friday 24° 0at

Flu Vaccines Whole School Y6 Stay and Pray Our Heritage Day
Chi!dren - Mass in the hall Celebration Assembly
Reception - Year 6 10.00am in the 8.45am 8.45 - 9.15am
Your child will only Churdh School Hall

receive the vaccine if
you complete the
online consent form

Stars of the Week

This week, each of the teachers have been looking out for those children where kindness
shines all the time and their compassion lights up the room.

Children break up for half
term at 1.00pm

Nursery _ Year 1 Year 2 ‘ Year 3 ‘ Year 4 Year 5 ‘ Yedr 6
Emijo\l\ Harper Sienna Arley Monda Somma Constance

Reuben

Atte nda nce Well done to Year 5 for having the highest attendance last week!

Here is the attendance for Autumn 1 Week 6

Yedr 3 Yedr 4

Children of the world

Our Heritage Day - Friday 24th October

On Friday 24™ October, we will be celebrating the rich heritage of our school and invite
all our children to showcase where their families are from, by either coming in traditional
clothing or simply by wearing the flags that represent their home country.

We'll have a special assembly on that morning and would love to be able to show as many
pictures as possible of our children and their families in different countries. [f you
would like to send a photo for this, please either email it to

enquiry@olstrose.bham.sch.uk or, if you can’t email it, bring it in to the office and Mr

Carrol will scan it for you.
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Catholic Life ot St Rose

This half term, our Catholic
Virtues are: Eloquent and
Truthful

Eloquent means to be able to
articulate what we believe and
feel to do so in a way that
engages and persuades others.

Truthful means to be able to
speak the truth about
ourselves, about others, about
God and the world around us.
Education is the search for
truth and the eloquent
articulation of what we
discover.

In Year 1 we dare Eloquent when we..

Talk about our Lord Jesus

-Speak about being kind and when we show this in our
dctions

Talk about howwe feel and to bea good role model
to others

4 new commend 1 !
give you: Love one “l have a
another. As | have |

loved you! y N ream...”
& T

Catholic virtues for Autumn 1

Truthful

. Arekind to each other
. Read the Bible and speak dbout God

« ActlikeJdesus wants us to

Wednesag Word

The Wednesday Word for this week also covers

next week and the half term holiday.
Click on the image to access this week’s copy.

TRV THE Hesesio
WUGRD SHARING SUNDAY'S GOSPEL
< A GIFT TO YOU FROM YOUR CATHOLIC scHooL , | =

W/

~

St Jehn Paud I

suldeg P N

St. John Paul,

From the window of Heaven
Grant us your blessing!

Bless us, the Church

That you have loved, served
and guided,

Helping us with courage to be
holy people

Helping us with courage to
serve Our Common Home
Helping us understand that we
are all made

In the image and likeness of
God.

Amen
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Day Club Finish time
Monday KS2 Mixed Football | 4.25pm
Tuesday KS1 Gymnastics 4.25pm

Lighthouse Group | 4.15pm
Wednesday | Mixed Ball Skills 4.25pm
Cross Country 4.25pm
Sing & Sign Group | 4.15pm

: Thursday

A/ . Have a wonderful weekend.
. Mr Carroll & Mrs Hensman



Keeping your child-safe online

At Natlonal Ondine Safety, we belleve in smpowering porents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold on Informed conversation about online safety with thelr children, should they
feai it 1 needed. This gulde focuses on one of many apps which we belleve trusted adults should be aware of, Plecse visit www.natlonalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

| What Parents & Carers Need to Know about

DISCORD

wOERRT NG

Discord is a free app which allows users to communicate in real time via text, video or voice chat. Available on
desktop and mobile devices, it was originally designed to help gamers cooperate - but has evolved into a
more general networking platform for a range of online communities, discussing topics like TV series,
music, Web3 and more. Discord is organised around closed groups, referred to as ‘servers’. To join a
server, users must be invited or provided with a unique link. It's a space for users to interact with
friends, meet others with shared interests and collaborate privately online — but it's also a
place where young people can be exposed to risks if the right precautions aren’t taken.

1277
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y Advice for Parents & Carers

.

REVIEW SAFETY SETTINGS

Discord has a series of safety settings,

enabling users to choose who can direct
message them or send them friend requests.
Your child’'s experience on Discord will be much
safer if the app’s privacy and safety settings are
configured to only allow messages or frien
requests from server members. This will minimise
the chances of potential predators from outside
the group contacting them.

MONITOR ONLINE ACTNITY

. It's wise to regularly review your child's activity
on Discord. This can include checking their
Y sottings to ensure they’'re correctly
ed, talking about which servers

friends and direct messages. Ask if
anything has made them feel
uncomfortable or unsafe. Things can
change quickly online, so plan routine
check-ins and follow up frequently,

they've folnod and reviewing some of their g 4
8

A

EXPLAIN AGE FILTERING

While Discord requires users to be at least
13 to sign up, many servers geared towards
older users are flagged as NSFW (not safe for
work), which indicates they probably contain
material that’s inappropriate for children. It can
be easy to click through settings without propor&y
rnviawmg'tham, $0 ensure your child understands
why age filtering is important and that it's there to
protect them.

DISCUSS GOOD ONLINE BEHAVIOU

The anonymity offered by the internet often
leads pooglo to communicate more openly J
online and behave differently than they

would at school or home. It's crucial to bear

in mind, though, that every internet user is

still a real person. Talk to your child about

the severe and lasting conu?uoncn that
cyberbullying or exchanging inappropriate
material online can have in the real world.

\

Meet Our Expert

Coral Cripps is o Canadian-bom, London-based tech
Journafist at gmw3.com: a website specialising in all things
Web3, gaming and XR (extended reality). With a focus on
brands and culture, she researches and writes about the
ways that our cument innovations — including the metaverse
and Web3 — are impacting people, places and things.
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In the privacy and safety settings,

Discord users are offered the ability to
filter direct messages for inappropriate
content: a setting t shoul enabled
if your child uses the platform. Discord
outomcticull‘ tries to flag images that are
explicit, but the setting must be manually
enabled for text. If a young user is sent explicit
content in a direct message, Discord will scan
and (if necessary) delete

HAVE CANDID CONVERSATIONS

It can sometimes be awkward to discuss
topics like grooming, gornogrc y, racism
or explicit content wit your child - but it's
important to ensure they're aware of the
harms these things can pose. Talkln? openly
about these subjects is a great way to help your
child feel more comfortable about coming to
you if they experience an unwanted encounter
on Discord (or anywhere eise online).

-

National
Online

\ Safety’
b HWakeUpWednesday

@ www.nationalonlinesafety.com

,@notonlinesafety 3 /nationaloniinesafety @ @nationalonlinesafety

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 18.05.2022




eeping your childsafe online

At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

IN-GAME CHAT

Video games are continuing to grow in popularity - including, of course, among children and young people
WHAT ARE - and the emergence of gaming communities has been accelerated by the inclusion of chat functionality
THE R'SKS? across many different titles. While in-game chat isn't inherently a bad thing, it can create some concerns
about online safety and the people that children might be interacting with.

‘ BULLYING AND ABUSE

While some in-game chat can turn toxic
4 because of how a match plays out, others
turn that way because of people who engage in
trolling — in essence, behaving in an offensive
and abusive way simply to cause pain orget a
rise out of whoever they're talking to. These
‘trolls’ often lean on racial slurs, anti-LGBT
sentiment and other hateful rhetoric; they
normally feel most confident preying on
younger, more impressionable gamers.

POTENTIAL FOR
PRIVATE CHAT

If a player would like a re-match witha
stranger after meeting them in the game, they v
can send a friend request, or use the party chat
together in the future. For the most part, this is
harmless - but it might lead to messages being
exchanged in private. This could then escalate
to the sharing of private information, and
potentially attempts to manipulate or scam

- younger players.

DIFFERENT TYPES
OF CHAT

There are a number of ways that gamers
commonly chat with one another online. As the
name would suggest, in-game chat happens
within the game itself. There's also party chat:a
group voice conversation that console users can
have with anyone on the same platform. This
tends to be more commonly used by players
who already know each other. Finally, many
gamers — especially on PC — will chatvia a

third-party app such as Discord. ‘
CONTACT WITH
STRANGERS /

Whether it's text- or voice-based, in-game

chat is frequently open to all players to use.

Many games default to making it an opt-in
function, but some don’t: meaning a child could
start seeing messages within the game from
people they're playing with, regardless of

whether they know those individuals or not.

While most strangers won't necessarily have ill
intent, there are some who may behave
inappropriately when chatting to a child - 9

intentionally or otherwise. '

DANGER OF
GROOMING

It's been reported that some young gamers
have encountered older players online who
pretend to be a lower age to manipulate
children, sending gifts in exchange for chatting
and sending photos. Just as on any messaging
platform, it's good to advise young people to
avoid speaking to strangers; emphasise that
they shouldn’t accept gifts from anyone online
that they don’t know.

COMPETITIVE
ATMOSPHERE .,

Certain games are very competitive, and
players can sometimes get upset if they feela
teammate is underperforming, an opponent
won unfairly, or they're just a bad loser. This can
lead to unpleasant messages that stray away
from playful ‘trash talk’ and wander into the
territory of bullying. Some players have been
known to get incredibly abusive in situations like
this, and the impact of this on a young gamer’s
emotional wellbeing could be severe.

-

" LOCK-DOWN IN-GAME CHAT

In-game chat can often be disabled in the game's settings. This allows
children to play without risk of contact from strangers — but it will need to

CONSIDER OTHER CHAT OPTIONS

If a child wants to play with people they know, consider using party chator a
third-party service like Discord. This allows everyone involved to chat on a private

.~

be done in each individual game. Text chat appears in the corner of the screen in server and even enjoy each other’s company while playing different games. It's also
many titles, so it's normally easy to take a quick glance and see what's being said. far more secure, as anyone looking to join will need to request and be granted access
With voice chat, explain to what behaviour is inappropriate, so they can spot - normally by whoever is hosting the chat.

the dangers themselves.
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REPORT POTENTIAL OFFENDERS ~NB - COMMUNICATION IS KEY
Most games offer a robust means of reportlng other players, so you Make sure d the diffs b being petitive
can flagan as y This y leads to the and being abusive. Talk about what constitutes ori
not being matched with yours in the future and, if that person 's conduct breaks any from strangers online. Be clear that if anything ever concerns ovwmrles them, they
of the game’s rules, they may be banned from playing entirely. This is done within the should tell a trusted adult as soon as possible. Empower children to identify the risks
game itself, so each title has a slightly different process, but these tend to be ofin-game chat for themselves and reassure them they won't get in trouble for
designed for simplicity. seeking help if anything goes wrong.

o Ly -
Meet Qur Expert , . : The

Lloyd Coombes is the Editor in Chief of GGRecon and has been working in - \ . .

the games media industry for five years. He's also a parent and therefore $ ‘ £ 3 NOtIOhO'
understands the importance of online safety. Writing mainly about tech S Co“e eo
and fitness, his work has been published at sites including IGN, > & g

TechRadar, and plenty more.
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Se ptem b er |
chnudag 3" Scpumbcr = W¢dn¢sdag 1" Octobcr
e Children riwm toschoolat830am &= ¢ Reception Parent Workshop
ngnadaylo September = Thursday 2" October
* Year 6 Parent Wa'kShOP B * NurseryParent Workshop
w/c 6* October
i~ ® Harvest Festival Week
&= Friday10* October
* Year ;ﬂm W°"‘5h°P e Mental Health Day
Ttw;d.gqp smhop | INesdayte” Octohey
W X 2:'; - ® Year 6 Trip to Memorial Arboretum
ednes doy 24 Septembe: ® Year5 Stayand Pray
e Year 2 Parent WOrkshop _ 937
Thursday 25* Septemb ¥ Thursday 23™ October
e Year 1Parent Workshop ‘N = ° Yearf Stay and Pray
Friday 26® September Friday 24™ October

&= o Our Heritage Day

® Macmilan Coffee Morning Children break 1
. ren break up at 1pm

December

Thursday 4® December
e Year1StayandPray

October B

S November |
= _,_,_f——/’—d-f‘_l
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=_Sater

e Monday 15" December at 2pm |
e Tuesday16” December at 9.30am

Friday 19 December
e Children break up at 1pm

Monday 1°* - Friday 5" December

Monday 24 - Friday 28" November AND

Year 2 & KS2
e Thursday 18" December at 3.30pm




Tuesday 6 January

e Children return to school at 8.30am

Wednesday 7 January

e Year 6 Parent Workshop
Thursday 8* January

e Year5Parent Workshop
Wednesday 14* January

e Year 4Parent Workshop
Thursday 15* January

e Year 3 Parent Workshop
Wednesday 21" January

e Year 2 Parent Workshop
Thursday 22™ January

e Year1Parent Workshop
Wednesday 28 January

e Reception Parent Workshop

Thursday 19* January

e Year1 Trip to the Think Tank Museum
* NurseryParent Workshop
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Years 3 &4 Swmmmg J For World Book Day this

Monday 19th - 22" January AND
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—’_’___—”_,__J

Thursday5* Fcbruary %
o Year 6 Stayand Pray Thursday 12*March
Thursday 12 February ® Year 3Stayand Prag :
e Year5StayandPray i Wednesday 11" March - :
Friday 13 February * Parent Consultation Afternoon
e Childrenbreak up at 1pm Wednesday 18" March .
e Year 5 Trip toBlack CountryLmng Museum -
Monday 23" February Thursday 19" March -;;
e Children return to school at 8.30am * Year2 65,}39 andPray : , E
Tuesday 24* February Thursday 26" March B
] ® Year1StayandPray - S|
e One Life Retreat Day Friday 27* March !
Thursday 26™ February ‘

_ ® Childrenbreak up at 1pm

LWorld Book Dag -

=~ DAY

e Year 4Stayand Pray

year, EVERY child will
“* 7 | needtobringin a cheap

-shirt!
onday 26th - 29*" January plam white t-shirt!
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Monday 1* June
® Childrenreturn to school at 8. 30am
TuudagZ" June
ey e ] Mondag&"' chnudaylo*
| Apr‘" 1 May /.’ e Year5%6RescdentsaltoAltonCastle
| PR = Thursday1*June _ :
Tuesday 14* April Monday ‘lth Mag & o Vear1Stayand Pray
e Children return to school at 8.30am e Bank Holiday - SCHOOL CLOSED Thursday 18” June
Thursday 16™ April Thursday 7th May ® NurseryTrip to Ash End Farm .

e Year 2 Trip to Mount Pleasant Farm e ElectionDay - SCHOOL CLOSED L ® Reception Stay andPray :
e Year 6 Stay andPray Thursday 14th May - b
Thursday 23rd April e Year 4 Trip to Botanical Gardens | J uly -

e Reception Trip to Tamworth Castle e Year 3StayandPray Wednesday1* “ S
e Year5 StayandPray T"“::‘S’ lgj_”‘?c Gt » 2
ThU"Sday 30& Apﬁl ® Year rip TO Warwick Lastie Tl . d‘y zg.d J"g ¥
e Year 4Stay and Pray Th"r;day ?S* May 4p e Nursery Stay and Pray
RERARA Bl e g 32‘32;Mt39 i Monday 6"~ Friday10® Jly
nTest Dates . . Chddren bresk il Wednesday 8° July
o KS25ATs 11° - 14 May =S e
o KS1SATs: ThroughoutMay \Summer Fair © 7\
"o Year 1Phonics: w/c 8" June - S e < ~
% Thursday 9 July il
. Vcar 4 Mulhplncatuon. w/c 1% June  ADVANGE NOTICE Wednesday 15 oy -
.Years 182 Swimming | ?‘ School wil close at 3pm to ﬂ:ur:::; gslf;:l;rs N
\ ‘ - - allow all the staff to run stalls e Year 6 Leaver's Performance 2.00pm
~Monday 11th- Friday 15 May AND Y at the Summer Fair Friday 17 July

Monday 18th - Friday 22" May | o Chidrenbreak up at 1pm



